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RFD  LETTERi 

To  Jt 

Radio  Farm  Directors  m~> 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  +  Ur$.  Department  of  Agriculture 


oepartmEnt  of  AGRICt/trjJ?£ 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  5,  1959 
Letter  No.  875 


As  you  probably  noticed,  Secretary  Benson  has  set  July  23  for  the  marketing 
quota  referendum  on  i960  crop  wheat.    As  required  by  law,  he  also  proclaimed 
marketing  quotas  and  the  minimum  national  wheat  acreage  allotment  permitted  "by 
law,  which  is  55  million  acres.    He  announced  the  state  shares  of  the  national 
allotment,  and  the  39- state  commercial  and  a  10  percent  noncommercial  wheat-pro- 
ducing area  for  '59*    Wheat  farmers  will  he  informed  of  the  acreage  allotments 
for  their  farms  before  the  July  23  wheat  quota  referendum.    Growers  who  will 
have  more  than  15  acres  of  wheat  for  harvest  as  grain  in  i960  in  any  of  the  39 
commercial  wheat  states  come  under  the  regulation  of  quotas  and  will  be 
eligible  to  vote  in  the  referendum.    Any  farmers  who  signed  applications  under 
the  feed  wheat  provisions  permitting  them  to  grow  wheat  for  use  as  feed  on  the 
farm  for  '59  will  not  be  eligible  to  vote  in  the  referendum  on  quotas  for  the 
'  60  crop.    County  ASC  offices  will  have  charge  of  the  referendum  locally  and 
will  announce  the  location  of  the  polling  places  in  the  39- state  commercial  area. 


Economists  See  Clouds  on  Cattle  Horizon 


AMS's  "Agricultural  Situation"  released  today  has  storm  warnings  up  on 
cattle.    The  marketing  economists  say  slaughter  so  far  this  year  points  to  an 
inventory  increase  of  k  to  5  million  head  next  January.    At  that  time,  we're 
likely  to  have  over  100  million  head  of  cattle.    Once  rapid  expansion  is  under- 
way, it  is  hard  to  stop.    They  say  present  expansion,  if  continued,  could  end  in 
a  beef  output  that  would  create  very  serious  price  problems.    With  that  running 
start  cattle  numbers  could  easily  climb  to  110  million  head  in  196^.  These 
specialists  say  numbers  might  even  reach  115  million.    But  the  outlook  for  the 
rest  of  this  year  looks  fairly  favorable.    Prices  of  fed  cattle  may  be  down  a 
bit  when  marketings  are  largest.    A  seasonal  decline  in  grass  prices  also  is 
possible.    But  neither  drop  is  expected  to  be  great. 


Step  Up  in  Egg  Buying  Program 

Yesterday  the  Department  bought  201,825  pounds  of  dried  whole  egg  solids  - 
that's  about  20,000  cases  of  shell  eggs)  and  brings  to  three  million  "J2h  thousand 
pounds  bought  since  the  2kth  of  April.    Earlier  this  week,  officials  announced 
that  the  Department  will  buy  frozen  whole  eggs  to  supplement  its  present  dried 
whole  egg  buying  program.    The  frozen  whole  eggs  bought  will  be  stored  for 
drying  later  in  the  year  and  distributed  to  School  Lunch  program,  institutions, 
and  needy  people.    The  aim  in  all  this  buying  is  to  further  aid  egg  producers 
during  the  flush  production  season  while  prices  are  comparatively  low. 
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Cattle  Country  Likes  TV  Markets 

Wayne  Liles,  KWTV,  Oklahoma  City,  finds  the  four  minutes  they  spend  on 
markets  the  most  important  part  of  their  noon  farm  program,  and  has  unusually 
good  "backing  for  that  estimate.    It's  "based  on  farmers'  returns  from  a  post-card 
survey,  made  by  W.  R.  (Bill)  Hare,  Sec'y  of  the  Okla.  City  Live  Stock  Exchange. 
Bill  got  the  names  from  a  list  of  shippers  to  the  Market.    They  picked  every  25th 
name  on  the  list  and  Bill  sent  1,158  card- questionnaires  to  those  names.    Of  the 
1,1^3  which  actually  reached  farmers  and  ranchers,  they  had  replies  from  kk-5. 
They  plotted  those  on  a  station- coverage  map  prepared  by  consulting  radio 
engineers.    They  figure  that  of  the  53  counties  from  which  replies  were  received, 
they  have  75°/o  or  more  listening  to  their  12:15  markets  in  39  counties.     In  9 
counties,  they  have  from  50  to  75  percent,  and  in  5  counties  less  than  5C$.  The 
counties  with  the  smaller  percent  listening  seem  to  he  more  general  farming 
country.    Farmers'  comments  quoted  from  the  post-cards  are  remarkably  enthusiastic 
The  films  Wayne  and  Company  make  at  the  yards  daily  seem  especially  popular. 
Characteristic  comments:     "Bill  you  are  doing  a  wonderful  job,  really  appreciate 
getting  the  market";  "I  appreciate  all  the  markets  and  especially  the  pictures  of 
cattle";  "A  very  helpful  service.    Keep  it  up.    Pictures  of  different  grades  of 
cattle  is  the  most  helpful." 

Selling  Farmland  by  Contract  Doubles 

Norman  Wall,  ARS,  reports  that  since  19^6  sales  of  farmland  financed  by  land 
contract  have  doubled.     In  such  transactions,  the  seller  deals  directly  with  the 
buyer.    No  mortgage  is  written.    The  buyer  does  not  take  title  until  his  install- 
ment payments  add  up  to  a  substantial  part  of  the  selling  price.    A  land  contract 
holds  attractions  for  both  buyers  and  sellers.    The  buyer  can  get  control  of  a 
farm  -  usually  with  a  small  down  payment.    That  leaves  him  free  to  invest  his 
capital  in  farm  stock  and  equipment.    The  total  income  tax  on  the  seller  on  his 
capital  gain,  spread  over  a  number  of  years,  may  be  considerably  less.    But  he 
has  to  limit  the  down  payment  to  30  percent  or  less  to  get  that  advantage.  In 
case  of  payment  default,  repossession  under  a  land  contract  is  much  simpler  and 
faster  than  under  a  mortgage.     Up  to  now,  that  risk  hasn't  been  too  important  to 
the  buyer,  because  land  values  have  continued  to  rise. 

New  Markets  May  Sprout  from  Seed 

Sec'y  Benson  sees  big  opportunities  to  develop  overseas  markets  for  seed. 
But  he  says  it  is  vitally  important  that  we  send  good  seeds  of  adapted  varieties, 
properly  packaged.    Poor  quality  never  improves  demand.    Talking  in  Sun  Valley, 
Idaho,  Wednesday,  to  the  Idaho- Eastern  Oregon  Seedmen's  Ass'n,  the  Secretary 
pointed  out  that  our  vegetable  and  flower  seeds  face  stiff  competition  from  France 
Denmark,  Holland,  and  Italy.     Our  hybrid  corn  runs  into  more  competition  each 
year.    He  declared  every  country  in  South  America  wants  better  forage  crops,  and 
even  such  tropical  countries  as  Thailand,  Cambodia,  and  Burma  are  discussing 
possibilities  of  developing  livestock  raising.    Last  year  a  team  from  the  Oregon 
seed  industry  made  valuable  contacts  in  Japan  and  Korea.    A  California  team  went 
to  Europe  on  a  similar  mission.    This  year  we  hope  to  bring  a  team  of  government 
officials  from  Germany,  our  most  important  seed  market  in  Europe,  to  study  our 
production,  certification,  and  distribution  methods.    FAO  plans  an  International 
Seed  Year  for  1961.     If  that  comes  off,  it  could  raise  ag.  output  levels  in 
countries  where  most  needed.     In  many  countries,  the  Sec'y  said,  use  of  better 
seed  can  bring  an  immediate  and  impressive  improvement  in  economic  development. 
He  declared  that  food  can  work  for  peace,  especially  when  coupled  with  a  compre- 
hensive program  of  economic  improvement. 
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Soybean  Pest  Threat  Spreads  Again 

Monday  USDA  is  holding  a  quarantine  hearing  in  Richmond  on  the  discovery  of 
the  soybean  cyst  nematode  in  Virginia.    Already  infested  localities  in  Arkansas, 
Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee  are  under  quaran- 
tine on  account  of  this  pest,  which  caused  the  "yellow  dwarf"  disease  in  Japan, 
Korea  and  Manchuria,  and  the  specialists  fear  further  spread  in  this  country.  It 
can  destroy  whole  crops  of  soybeans.    Survey  crews  recently  discovered  this 
destructive  eel-worm  on  35  farms  in  Nansemond  County  on  the  Va.-N.C.  State  line, 
1+5  miles  from  the  coast.    It  was  first  discovered  in  New  Hanover  County,  N.C., 
in  Aug.  195^ •  Cooperative  Federal-State  control  operations  have  "been  underway  in 
the  infested  States  since  the  summer  of  '57.    Besides  soybeans,  it  also 
parasitizes  annual  lespedeza  and  common  vetch. 

Better  Double  Check  Needed  on  Sere  worms 

That  unique  effort  to  eradicate  screworms  by  sterilizing  male  flies  in  the 
Southeast  is  now  under  double  check.    The  idea  was  that  millions  of  screworm 
flies,  rendered  sterile  by  exposure  to  radioactive  cobalt,  and  released  over  the 
area  where  this  livestock  pest  attacked  cattle,  would  mate  with  native  female 
flies  which  in  turn  would  produce  only  infertile  eggs.    In  that  way,  the  species 
would  eventually  be  wiped  out.    But  now  three  flies  have  turned  up  in  the  hundreds 
of  traps  set  out  by  the  checkers.    The  specialists  suspect  the  mysterious  captives 
of  being  native  screworm  flies.    They  say  that  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the 
eradication  campaign,  final  success  depends  more  than  ever  on  how  thoroughly 
livestock  producers  in  the  Southeast  search  for  and  report  infestations.  They 
are  getting  ^0  to  50  samples  of  larvae  and  eggs  taken  from  cattle  wounds  each 
week,  but  that's  not  enough  for  a  good  sampling.    They  are  urging  more  farmers 
and  ranchers  to  report  on  suspected  cases. 

Atomic  Radiation  Makes  Bluegrass  Resist  Rust 

By  submitting  purebred  bluegrass  seed  to  bombardment  with  thermal,  or 
so-called  slow  neutrons,  USDA  scientists  have  developed  a  stem- rust  resistant 
line  of  Merion  Kentucky  bluegrass.    With  many  plants  the  usual  method  of  making 
changes  in  genetic  makeup  is  by  cross-breeding.    But  that ' s  quite  a  job  with 
bluegrass  because  few  bluegrass  plants  reproduce  sexually.    So  these  researchers 
treated  samples  of  stem- rust- susceptible  Merion  bluegrass  seed  to  radiation  at 
the  Atomic  Energy  Lab  in  Upton,  N.Y.    Out  of  3>000  plants  of  the  second  generation 
of  these  seed  they  got  ten  plants  that  stayed  free  of  stem  rust  and  continued  to 
grow  where  others  were  killed  back  by  the  rust.    They  don't  recommend  this  as  the 
most  efficient  way  to  get  stem- rust  resistant  lines.    But  they  do  say,  when 
hybridization  is  difficult,  radiation  may  prove  an  effective  tool  for  introduction 
variation.    Untreated  plants  in  these  experiments  showed  no  evidence  of  mutation 
for  disease  resistance. 

Corn  Bred  to  Fit  Films 

USDA's  plant  breeders  and  chemists  of  the  Department's  Northern  Lab  teamed 
up  years  ago  to  develop  a  new  corn  to  provide  a  new  starch  to  make  a  new  plastic 
film  to  wrap  up  a  new  use  for  a  farm  product.    They  found  films  made  from  amylose, 
obtained  from  corn  starch  in  small  quantities  by  a  costly  process,  had  the 
strength  and  flexibility  they  wanted.    After  trying  hundreds  of  samples  of  other 
starchy  plants,  they  came  back  to  com  and  started  breeding  corn  with  more  amylose 
in  it.    Now  they  say  they  are  thinking  in  terms  of  a  whole  series  of  high-amylose 
corns,  with  starch  ranging  from  50  percent  amylose  up  to  whatever  upper  limit 
the  corn  breeders  can  achieve.    They  cite  this  as  an  example  of  how  a  crop  can  be 
tailored  to  meet  specific  industrial  needs,   (amylose:  AMMY-loce) 


June  Dairy  Month  with  Scientists 
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Jon  Greeneisen,  RLTV  111.  Ext.,  reminds  us  the  American  Dairy  Science  Ass'n 
meets  June  15,  l6t  and  17  at  the  U.  of  111.  in  Urbana.    Jon  says  they  plan  to  make 
up  a  general  coverage  tape  of  highlights  of  the  meeting.    This  will  include  four 
interviews  with  researchers  making  some  of  the  more  outstanding  reports.  Inter- 
views will  run  less  than  four  minutes  each.     If  you  want  a  dub  of  that  tape,  send 
your  request  to  Jon  Greeneisen,  330  Mumford  Hall,  U.  of  111.,  Urbana,  111.  Jon 
also  says  they  will  provide  a  press  HQ  and  recording  rooms  for  farm  directors  who 

wish  to  cover  the  meeting  in  person  Speaking  of  the  Middle  West,  Lillian  . 

Walker,  WFEA,  Manchester,  N.H.,  active  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  England  food  and  1 
youth  programs  for  the  past  ten  years,  would  like  to  get  a  position  as  womens ' 
program  director  in  the  Middle  West. 

Nat'l  h-K  Clubs  Jump  to  Nets  Next  Week*** 

"A  Salute  to  ^-H  Club  Boys  and  Girls"  -  starting  their  annual  week- long  conference, 
in  their  new  headquarters-home  here,  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC, 
Sat.,  June  13.    The  meeting  runs  June  13-19.    F&H  will  also  present  "An  Analysis 
of  the  Meaning  of  Agri-business". 

On  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  during  the  weekend  of  June  13 ,  the  "Agriculture  USA" 
program  will  feature:    A  discussion  of  the  "Egg  Buying  Program",  with  Hermon 
Miller,  AMS,  and  "How  the  Busy  Bees  Help  Keep  Fruit,  Vegetable,  and  Legume  Seed 
Growers  in  Business" . 

Mon.  thru  Fri.  12:05  EDT,  the  Mutual  Radio  Net  presents  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm 
Report" . 

"Highlights  of  the  June  Crop  Report"  -  by  Bert  Newell,  chairman  of  the  Crop  Report- 
ing Board  on  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  June  13  over  ABC,  June  13,  12:30  EDT. 

***  This  will  be  the  29th  annual  National  k-K  Conference.    As  usual  about  200  top- 
ranking  U-H'ers  from  lj-9  States  and  Puerto  Rico  will  be  here  June  13  thru  19 .  With 
them  will  be  90  State  k-E  leaders  who  will  take  part  in  program  development  work- 
shops.   Extension  Service  will  have  recording  services  available.    All  of  you  are 
invited  to  attend. 

Now  Taped  for  Your  Convenience  -  These: 

^5Q69    "From  Beltsville — New  Chemical  Weed  Killer  Helps  Legumes"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS 
will  tell  how  this  choosey  weeder  works.  TIME:1:56 

17A69    "Dairying  in  Hawaii"  —  Fortunato  (Lucky)  Teho  introduces  Jim  Coshee,  Ext. 
Dairyman  in  Hawaii,  and  Dick  Burleson,  FES  dairyman  who  is  visiting 
Hawaii.    They  talk  about  dairying  in  the  new  Island  State.  TIME: 2:30 

U6Q59    "New  Uses  for  Farm  Products  on  Parade"  -  Layne  Beaty  and  Deputy  ARS  Adm'r 

George  Irving  review  the  new  exhibit  down  in  the  patio  of  USDA's  Main  Bldg. 

TIME: U: 06 

We  hear  that  "Buck"  Buchanan,  NATRFD  vice-president  for  Region  6,  is  back  at 
KPRC,  Houston,  with  George  Roesner,  after  about  a  year  at  KATR,  Corpus  Christi. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Bear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  12,  1959 
Letter  No.  876 


Our  Crop  Reporting  Board  sees  the  possibility  of  another  good  crop  year. 
They  report  prospects  so  far  are  generally  good.    In  spite  of  some  -weather  set- 
hacks,  spring  planting  is  about  done.    Except  in  the  northern  Great  Plains  and 
the  Southwest,  pastures  and  ranges  are  mostly  in  good  to  excellent  condition.  A 
near-average  hay  crop  is  in  prospect.    Except  in  the  Southeast  and  Northwest,  the 
weather  has  favored  vegetables.    Streamflow  may  run  short  in  many  western  sections, 
but  stored  water  supplies  seem  satisfactory  in  most  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Wheat  Prospects  10  Percent  Above  Average 

As  we  waded  into  June,  combines,  already  active  in  the  southern  Plains,  were 
poised  in  the  Central  wheat  regions  to  join  the  march  northward.    The  Board  fore- 
cast our  total  wheat  production  at  1,182  million  bushels,  nearly  a  fifth  less 
than  the  record  wheat  output  of  last  year  -  but  still  probably  ten  percent  above 
average.    While  the  winter  wheat  crop;  at  9^1  million  bushels,  and  with  yields 
to  the  acre  predicted  as  second  only  to  last  year's  tremendous  showing;  would 
fall  20  percent  below  last  year,  it  would  still  amount  to  16  percent  above  average. 
All  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  about  2U0  million  bushels.    That  would 
be  15  percent  below  last  year  and  8  percent  below  average. 


Another  Step  Toward  Food  for  Peace 

Today  Secretary  Benson  announced  plans  for  an  organizational  meeting  of 
the  International  Wheat  Use  Committee  here  next  Monday  thru  Wednesday.  Argentina, 
Australia,  Canada,  France  and  the  U.S.  are  members  of  the  Committee,  and  FAO  has 
also  been  invited  to  take  part.    They  are  expected  to  discuss  ways  to  expand  the 
world's  wheat  trade,  use  of  more  surplus  wheat,  more  direct  feeding  programs  for 

the  needy,  and  ways  to  encourage  establishment  of  national  food  reserves  

Also  today  the  Department  announced  four  grants  for  USDA  basic  research  abroad. 
This  research  will  be  paid  for  from  the  sale  of  surplus  ag.  commodities  under 
PL  h80.    The  largest  grant  -  a  quarter  million  -  goes  to  the  Biochemical  Institute 
of  Helsinki  to  find  how  feed  flavors  get  into  milk.    Nobel  Prize  winning  chemist 
Artturi  Virtanen  will  direct  this  work.    Another  Finnish  Institute  will  study 
the  fight  between  good  and  bad  microorganisms  and  its  effect  on  flavor  in 
sausages.    A  Dairying  Institute  in  England  will  make  a  U-year  study  of  micro- 
organisms responsible  for  flavor  changes  in  cheese.    The  British  Cotton  Industry 
Research  Ass'n  will  seek  information  needed  to  make  cotton  more  resistant  to 
flames. 
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Soybean  Nematode  Quarantine  Hearing  July  8 

It  isn't  the  heat,  it's  the  DI.    Evidently,  we  got  so  excited  about  the 
spread  of  the  soybean  cyst  nematode  to  Virginia,  we  short-cut  the  law  on  the  time 
for  the  quarantine  hearing.    The  hearing  is  set  for  July  8    in  the  basement 
lecture  room  of  the  State  Library  Building,  1101  East  Broad  St. ,  Richmond,  Va. , 
at  10  a.m.  -  not  last  Monday,  June  8,  as  we  indicated  in  last  week's  Letter.  That 
was  when  the  notice  was  to  be  published.    The  law  requires  30  days  notice  before 
the  hearing,  so  everybody  interested  will  have  a  chance  to  get  there. 

Walk  a  Mile  on  Glass  of  Milk 

Janet  Christensen,  New  England  Dairy  and  Food  Council,  tells  us  one  glass  of 
milk  provides  enough  energy  to  do  any  one  of  these  activities:  Play  20  games  of 
tennis;  9  holes  of  golf;  dance  an  hour;  play  cards  3^  hours;  sew  for  2  hours; 
clean  house  for  2  hours;  do  office  work  for  2  hours;  climb  186  stairs,  or  walk  a 

mile  From  Bob  Nance  and  BiH  Alford's  "WMT  Com  Crib"  we  learn  that 

WMT -TV  now  has  a  video  tape  recorder  in  operation.    They  claim  it  gives  them  the 
quality  of  live  TV  with  the  flexibility  of  delaying  broadcasts.    Congrats  on  this 

new  dimension,  boys....  And  from  KGNO  Farm  Department's  "Squealer",  which  got 

caught  under  our  gate  a  few  months  back,  we  note  that  Dewey  Rounds  is  keeping 
Dodge  City  and  Southwest  Kansas  well  informed  cn  KGNO  Farm  Department  activities, 
via  the  monthly  sheet. 

Ex-RFD  Made  State  Extension  Director 

Yesterday  USDA  approved  the  appointment  of  Lowell  "Watts  as  director  of  the 
Colorado  Extension  Service,  starting  July  1.    Lowell  used  to  be  RFD  at  KLZ, 
Denver,  where  he  and  his  station  cooperating  with  the  Denver  Post,  sponsored  an 
outstanding  Recognition  Contest  for  the  best  Soil  Conservation  District  programs 
in  Colorado.    Although  Lowell  Watts  graduated  in  animal  husbandry  from  Colo.  State 
in  lhl,  he  has  been  tied  in  with  radio  one  way  or  the  other  much  of  the  time  since. 
He  went  to  Colo.  State  in  '5k  as  director  of  the  U.  news  and  radio  service.  Now 
at  39  he  takes  on  the  double  job  of  dir.  of  co-op  ext.  work  for  Colo.  State  and 
coordinator  of  the  University's  agricultural  programs.    Congratulations,  pardner. 

Doing  Early  Eve  Farm  Program? 

Are  any  of  you  other  folks  doing  an  early  evening  farm  program?  Henry 
Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  was  asking  us  -  and  we'd  also  like  to  know  on  our 
own  account.    We've  heard  of  two  or  three  very  successful  ones  -  and  have  a  notion 
there  are  more.    We  know  Ext.  Radio  Foster  Mullenax,  U.  of  W.  Va. ,  has  his  county 
agents  doing  a  7:15  p.m.  program  on  WEPM.    They  are  also  doing  another  at  5:15  p.m. 
over  a  Parkersburg  station  to  catch  industrial  workers  headed  home  at  that  time. 
Doc  Ruhman  did  one  at  6  p.m.  on  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  for  a  while.    Are  there  any 
others?    Let's  hear  of  any  you  know  about??? 

Could  Russians  Raise  Cotton  in  Chicago? 

The  Soviet  Union  is  growing  about  7  million  bales  of  cotton,  all  between 
latitudes  38  degrees  and  k2  degrees  North  (Louisville,  Ky.  to  Chicago,  111.). 
Since  the  U.S.  Cotton  Belt  is  all  south  of  38  degrees  North,  the  six-man  U.  S. 
team  of  cotton  specialists,  who  toured  Russia  last  fall,  wondered  how  they  did  it. 
That  technical  study  group  has  now  made  their  report  on  "Cotton  in  the  Soviet 
Union"  -  in  which  they  give  their  findings  on  this  apparent  mystery,  as  well  as 
other  cotton  production  problems;  research;  harvesting,  ginning,  drying  and 
cleaning  equipment,  and  USSR  mill  industry.    If  you  want  a  copy,  let  us  know  and 
we  will  get  our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  to  send  you  the  full  l6  page  report. 
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RTNDA  Lauds  Solid  News,  Sound  Editorials 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Radio  and  Television  News  Directors  Ass'n, 
while  praising  hundreds  of  radio  and  TV  stations  doing  an  earnest  and  honest  job 
of  public  service,  has  passed  a  resolution  condemning  "gimmi ckery"  in  the  news, 
sirens  and  whistles  heralding  the  coming  of  news  periods,  filter  mikes  or  phony 
reports  allegedly  from  the  scene  of  the  news.     'News",  they  say,  "is  not  vaudeville; 
its  purpose  is  to  keep  the  public  well  informed".    The  RTNDA  resolves  to  condemn 

practices  which  tend  to  distort  the  news  and  deceive  audiences  (including) 

false  claims  of  exclusivity;  false  claims  of  wire  service  by- liners,  false 
pretention  of  men  on  the  spot,  etc.    Attempts  at  sensationalism  serve  only  to 
create  possible  hysteria. 

In  regard  to  editorials,  the  RTNDA  beard  feels  :  "every  editorial  should 
represent  an  official  expression  of  station  opinion  and  should  accordingly  be 
researched  and  prepared  by  the  station  broadcasting  it.      No  material  should  be 
presented  as  a  station  editorial  unless  it  has  been  initiated,  as  to  planning  and 
writing  of  it,  by  the  station, " 

What  Startles  U.S.  Economists  in  Russia 

USDA  has  issued  a  report  of  the  technical  study  group  which  last  summer 
toured  the  USSR,  with  an  eye  especially  to  the  economic  aspects  of  Soviet 
agriculture .    One  of  their  outstanding  impressions  was  the  huge  size  of  the  farms  - 
huge  in  acres,  in  crops,  and  huge  in  numbers  of  farm  workers  used.    All  land  is 
nationalized  and  agriculture  has  been  collectivized,  with  the  exception  of  small 
household  allotments.    Operations  are  closely  sontrolled  by  the  government.  Although 
the  Soviet  Union  has  about  one-third  more  crop  acreage  than  the  U.S.,  it  has  less 
than  2  percent  as  many  farms  as  the  U.S.    On  the  1st  of  Jan.,  1958,  when  we  had  an 
estimated  total  of  k  million,  800  farms,  about  2  million  of  which  were  full-time 
commercial  farms,  the  Soviet Union  had  only  76,500  collective  farms  and  5>900  state 
farms.    In  other  words,  farms  in  the  USSR  are  vastly  bigger  than  in  the  U.S.  Count- 
ing all  the  acreage  in  an  average  U.S.  Commercial  farm,  not  merely  sown  acreage,  our 
average  commercial  farm  was  310  acres.    Only  k  percent  of  ours  were  1,000  acres  or 
over.    Less  than  a  fifth  of  the  collective  farms  in  Russia  were  less  than  1,200 
acres     About  a  fourth  were  between  1,200  and  2,500  acres.    Nearly  a  third  ran  be- 
tween about  2,500  to  5,000  acres.    Over  one-fifth  were  between  5,000  and  over  12,000 
acres.    Six  percent  of  the  collectives  were  well  over  12,000  acres.    The  state  farms 
were  even  more  gigantic  in  size,  averaging  more  than  20,000  acres .    Our  experts  say 
a  large  part  of  the  present  cropland  looks  to  have  high  natural  fertility,  is 
comparatively  level,  and  well  adapted  to  use  of  machinery.    They  blame  most  of  the 
low  yields  to  the  acre  on  the  severity  of  climate. 

Dairy  Month  Reigns  in  Spain 

At  the  International  Trade  Fair,  in  Madrid,  May  25  thru  June  25,  the  U.S.  is 
featuring  an  operating  dairy  plant.    This  plant  recombines  dry  milk  and  anhydrous 
milk  fat  from  the  U.S.  into  high-quality  whole  which  tastes  like  fresh  milk.  Visi- 
tors also  see  the  plant  make  ice  cream  with  recombined  milk.    What's  more  they  get 
samples  of  the  fluid  milk  and  ice  cream.     Other  U.S.  exhibits  show  how  U.S.  soybean 
oil  can  help  supplement  the  oil  needs  in  Spain  and  make  Spanish  housewives  acquaint- 
ed with  U.S.  frozen  poultry,  chicken  dinners  and  trukey  pot  pies   Heavy  rains 

(not  in  Spain)  in  southern  and  southeastern  States  are  causing  severe  weather  damage 
to  oats.    To  provide  producers  more  protection  where  the  damage  has  occurred  and 
help  keep  marketing  orderly,  the  Department  has  announced  that  1959-crop  price 
support  eligibility  requirements  are  being  broadened  to  include  "badly  stained  or 
materially  weathered"  oats . 
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Council  Offers  Wool  and  Lamb  Tape 

Don  Clyde  of  Heber  City,  Utah,  new  President  of  the  American  Sheep  Producers 
Council,  has  made  a  3j-  minute  tape  recording  telling  about  the  Council's  efforts 
to  promote  wool  and  lamb.    Write  the  American  Sheep  Producers  Council,  520  Railroad 
Exchange  Building,  Denver  2,  Colorado,  if  you  want  one  of  these  tapes. 

Egg  Spots  Mailed  You  This  Week 

This  week  we  sent  each  of  you  a  tape  of  six  spot  announcements  on  eggs.  Hope 
you  can  use  these  and  so  help  boost  the  use  of  eggs  to  ease  the  surplus  egg 
situation.    The  tapes,  of  course,  went  only  to  U.  S.  farm  broadcasters. 


Our  Latest  Topics  for  Your  Tape 

^7Q^9      "Eddie  Karpoff  on  Egg  Picture"  -  AMS  poultry  economist  interprets  the 
future  of  egg  supplies  and  prices,  as  indicated  in  June  Crop  Report. 

TIME:  1:^0 

WQ69  "Com  Farmers  Learn  New  Term  -  'High-Amylose  "'  -  Dr.  F.  R.  Senti,  director 
of  USDA  Northern  Research  Lab  at  Peoria,  111.,  and  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  tell 
the  story  of  the  development  of  new  corns  for  new  uses.  TIME:  ^:15 

^9Q&9      "Crop  Prospects  Look  Good"  -  as  'Bert'  Newell,  Chairman  of  the  Crop 

Reporting  Board  gives  Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  the  highlights  of  the  June  Crop 
Report. 


Tune  in  on  Four-Leaf  Clover  Finds 


Chief  Layne  Beaty,  R&TV,  visits  with  "U-H  Club  Conference  Delegates  and  Their 
Leaders"  on  Agriculture  USA  program  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  Sat. 
June  20. 

"Highlights,  National  h-B.  Conference"  here  in  Washington  will  also  glisten  over 
the  NBC  network  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  at  noon  EDT,  Sat.  June  20. 
The  American  Farmer  program  over  the  ABC  network  between  12:30  and  1:00  p.m.  EDT, 
Sal,  June  20,  will  feature  the  Club  Conference"  report,  plus  a  June  Dairy 

Month  celebration  from  a  "Dairy  Herd  Grazing  on  the  Boston  Common".    Mon.  thru 
Fri.  June  15  thru  19  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report",  Mutual  Net,  will  include  items 
about  the  Conference,     (incidentally,  Claude  denies  he  thought  he  was  shooting  at 
a  snake  in  his  garden,  when  he  'killed'  a  one-inch  plastic  pipe  he  had  just  laid 
for  his  new  water  system.    He  aimed  his  trusty  .22  to  protect  his  ten  acres  from 
rabbits,  but  the  rabbit  zigged  when  he  should  have  zagged. ) 

Speaking  of  tapes,  the  200  k-K  Club  boys  and  girls  will  get  in  tomorrow  and  spend 
the  first  night  of  the  National  Conference  in  the  new  k-K  Club  Foundation  Center. 
Four  International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees  will  represent  their  countries  at  the 
week- long  meeting,  as  guests  of  the  U-K  Conference.    Ted  Hutchcroft,  Joe  Tonkin, 
et  al,  will  be  on  hand  to  help  any  of  you  who  want  to  make  recordings  of  the 
conference.    Ted  tells  us  rooms  are  being  set  aside  at  the  Center  to  add  to  your 
convenience  in  making  tapes  or  live  interviews. 

You  Can  Take  the  Boys  Out  of  the  Country 

Hope  to  see  you  in  New  York  next  week,  June  l8,  19  and  20.    Jack  Towers  and 
I,  along  with  Harold  Lewis  and  Lyle  Webster,  will  be  there.    Look  us  up.    Stop  by 
here  on  the  way  if  you  can. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RED  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informdtion      S>  Deportment  of  Agricultu 

nip  -  .      'At  BcOORD 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


* 


JUN2  41959  * 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


June  19,  1959 
Letter  No.  877 


Probably  the  most  significant  event  of  the  National  U-H  Club  Conference  here 
this  week  was  the  formal  opening  of  the  National  k-K  Center.     In  introducing 
President  Eisenhower  who  cut  the  ribbon,  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  this  Center 
has  been  established  through  the  joint  efforts  of  many  groups  and  is  dedicated  to 
the  fourfold  development  of  rural  youth.    Educational  programs  conducted  at  the 
Center  will  include  training  in  both  U.S.  and  world  affairs.    It  is  the  head- 
quarters of  the  National  h-E  Club  Foundation  and  the  nerve  center  of  the  Inter- 
national Farm  Youth  Exchange  Program,  in  which  2,^00  young  people  from  6l  countries 
have  taken  part  in  the  past  ten  years.    Ted  Hutchcroft,  who  used  to  be  with  us 
here  in  USDA  R&TV,  is  information  director  of  the  Foundation  and  the  k-E  Club 
Center.    He's  your  man  for  information  about  the  Center  and  the  IFYE  program.  The 
Center  is  located  in  a  group  of  buildings  on  handsome  grounds,  formerly  Chevy 
Chase  Junior  College,  and  includes  dormitories,  cafeteria,  lecture  halls,  and 
class-rooms.    It  is  over  the  line  in  Maryland,  but  the  mail  address  of  Ted  and  the 
Center  is:    7100  Connecticut  Ave.,  Washington  15,  B.  C. 

At  the  NATKFD  Gathering  in  New  York 

As  this  is  written,  Chief  Beats'-  is  up  at  the  NATPFD  meeting  in  New  York.  Any 
minute  now  we're  expecting  to  hear  from  him  how  things  are  going  up  there.  Jack 
Towers  is  just  back  this  morning,  after  talking  tape  with  a  number  of  the  boys 
yesterday.    Jim  Hedrick,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  La. ,  and  family,  and  Jerry  Seaman, 
Gittins  Agency,  stopped  over  in  Washington  on  their  way  to  the  meeting.  More 
later  about  who  else  was  there  and  what  happened. 

Pig  Crop  Report  Confirms  Forecast 

At  noon  today,  our  Crop  Reporting  Board  issued  its  June  pig  crop  report. 
That  report  indicates  a  combined  spring  and  fall  pig  crop  this  year  of  10^.5 
million  head,  10  percent  more  than  last  year  and  l6  percent  above  the  ten  year 
average.    Farmers  will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  take  a  good  look  at  these 
prospects  for  next  fall.    A  ten  percent  increase,  added  to  the  numbers  farmers 
already  have,  is  definitely  not  a  hopeful  sign.     It  does  not  indicate  a  severe 
collapse  of  prices  at  marketing  time  next  fall,  but  it  does  show  that  recent  low 
prices  are  likely  to  continue.    If  farmers  breeding  intentions  are  carried  out, 
they  will  have  6,39^-^000  sows  to  farrow  this  fall,  or  8  percent  more  than  last 
fall.    If  those  plans  materialize  and  farmers  save  as  many  pigs  as  usual,  they'll 
have  a  fall  crop  this  year  of  h6  million  head.     On  June  1  farmers  and  ranchers 
had  11  percent  more  hogs  six  months  old  and  over  than  a  year  ago.    This  report  is 
based  on  a  survey  of  155>000  hog  growers,  with  returns  picked  up  as  usual  by  the 
rural  mail  carriers. 
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By  Phone  from  Chief  Beaty  in  New  York: 

We  learn  that  over  300  members  of  NATKFD  and  their  families  registered  for 
the  spring  meeting  in  New  York  this  week.     Everybody  seemed  full  of  compliments 
for  the  Arrangements  Committee.    Guests  and  members  alike  had  high  praise  for 
the  skillful  one-hour  presentation  to  agencies  and  station  representatives  by  the 
two  ex-presidents  of  NATRFD:  Phil  Alampi,  now  New  Jersey  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
and  Mai  Hansen ,  now  with  an  Omaha  Travel  and  Transport  company. 

Theme  of  the  Entire  3-Day  Meeting 

This  was  the  first  time  NATBFD  has  brought  the  farm  broadcasters  case  to 
the  Madison  Avenue  advertising  fraternity  in  its  own  front  yard.    The  theme 
running  through  the  different  sessions  was  Better  Relations  between  Farm  Broad- 
casters and  Sponsors  and  their  Representatives.     Yesterday,  station  reps, 
advertisers,  and  a  farm  magazine  man  took  part  in  a  panel  on  "This  Business  of 
Marketing".    Another  highlight  of  the  session  was  a  two-hour  panel  on  the  New 
York  agricultural  markets.    As  Layne  pointed  out  to  us,  New  York  City  is  one  of 
the  very  few  top  markets  for  agricultural  products  in  the  world  with  all  its 
population  eating  three  meals  a  day,  plus  thousands  of  visitors  every  day,  plus 
all  the  steamships,  airlines,  railroads,  etc.,  to  be  supplied  with  food.  In 
addition  to  that,  different  racial  and  religious  groups  give  New  York  markets  a 
unique  character.     Members  of  the  paaiel  discussed  the  marketing  of  livestock,  meat, 
dairy  products,  fruits  and  vegetables  and  fish.    Phil  Alampi,  N.J.  Sec'y  of 
Agriculture  and  Conn.  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  Joe  Gill  took  part  in  this  dis- 
cussion.    Other  highlights  of  the  session  included  sightseeing  trips,  a  boat  ride 
around  Manhattan  Island,  and  a  tour  of  the  United  Nations  headquarters  arranged 
by  Charles  Coltman  of  FAO  in  Washington. 

Plans  to  Listen  to  the  Seers  and  Listeners 

The  NATRFD  Committee  on  Professional  Improvement  met  with  Dr.  Fred  Frutchey 
of  the  Federal  Extension  Service  and  Chief  Layne  Beaty,  USDA  RCTV,  in  regard  to 
plans  which  are  being  developed  for  a  bread,  qualitative  study  of  farm  radio  and 
television  listenership.    Marvin  Vines,  KTHS,  Little  Rock,  is  chairman  of  that 

committee  USDA  Director  of  Information  R.  Lyle  Webster  and  Assistant 

Director  of  Current  Information  Harold  Lewis;  and  Howard  Hass  and  Alice  Skelsey 
from  ARS  also  took  in  the  meeting  in  New  York. 

New  Ornamental  Plant  Lab.  Next  Spring 

This  week  the  USDA  is  beginning  a  new  field  laboratory  near  Delaware,  Ohio. 
It  is  scheduled  to  be  ready  for  business  next  spring.     Its  purpose  is  research 
on  diseases  and  breeding  of  ornamentals,  shrubs,  and  forest  and  shade  trees. 
Growth  of  population  and  suburban  living  has  brought  a  demand  for  more  informa- 
tion on  landscaping  and  gardening,  while  every  year  losses  of  forest  and  shade 

trees  caused  by  insects  and  disease  runs  ahead  of  losses  from  forest  fires  

 You  might  not  think  of  hunting  for  a  tiny  wormlike  parasite  wrapped  in 

a  sac  hidden  in  the  soil  was  exactly  the  job  for  an  airplane.    But  Department 
researchers  find  they  can  speed  their  work  of  surveying  the  spread  of  the  soybean 
cyst  nematode  by  use  of  planes.    The  men  in  the  planes  can't  see  the  pests,  but 
they  can  spot  the  yellowish  spots  and  sparse  growth  of  soybeans  which  are  tell- 
tale signs  of  attack  by  the  underground  pests.    They  can  spot  the  symptoms  and 

tell  the  ground  crews  where  to  dig  for  further  evidence  Half  of  U.S. 

counties  are  now  modified  certified  brucellosis  areas.     Less  than  1  percent  of 
all  the  cattle  in  them  and  less  than  5  percent  of  the  herds  are  infected  with 
brucellosis. 
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IFYE  Slant  on  Dairy  Month 

George  Biggar,  Pres.  &  Gen'l  Mgr.,  WLBK,  DeKalb,  111.,  tells  us  he  got  a 
good  June  Dairy  Month  interview  "by  taking  West  Berlin,  Germany,  exchange  student 
Sigrid  Kurtz,  for  her  first  visit  to  a  farm.    She  watched  the  milking  and  asked 
questions  of  the  dairy  farmer.    She  asked  what  came  to  her  naturally,  such  as: 
"How  many  cows  do  you  milk?",  "How  many  quarts  do  they  produce  a  day?",  "What  do 
you  feed  them?",  "Where  do  you  sell  your  milk?",  etc.    After  answering,  the  dairy 
farmer  asked  her  about  the  use  of  milk  in  West  Berlin.    Sigrid  replied  they  didn't 
drink  very  much  milk  but  used  lots  of  cheese  and  ice  cream.    She  said  she  had 
learned  to  like  milk  in  DeKalb.    Of  course,  George  had  set  up  his  tape  recorder 
in  the  milk  house  and  managed  to  catch  a  six  minute  tape  of  all  this  for  his  noon 
Farm  Roundup.    He  thinks  it  a  great  idea  having  these  European  IFYE  kids  among 
us,  whether  they  are  in  the  cities  or  in  farms.    Incidentally,  Sigrid  won  over  29 
other  students  in  the  DeKalb  High  School  "I  Speak  for  Democracy"  contest 
sponsored  by  WLBK. 

Wake-Up,  Farm  Sleepers.'  -  The  Doctor's  Here 

Use  of  television  in  medical  and  dental  teaching  has  progressed  steadily  in 
the  past  few  years.    Within  the  past  week,  more  m.  and  d.  centers  have  announced 
they  intend  to  acquire  instructional  TV  systems.    At  present,  two-thirds  of  the 
dental  schools  are  using  or  immediatel3r  plan  to  use  television.    So  Edith  Swing, 
R&IV,  tells  us.    She  took  in  the  TV  Workshop  at  the  Rational  Naval  Medical  Center 
here  this  week.    On  closed  circuit,  she  saw  a  live  operation,  direct  from  the 
operating  room,  and  from  a  better  viewpoint  than  old  medical  students  were  ever 
able  to  get. 

Beef  Change  Affects  Milk  Outlook 

Our  Dairy  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  yesterday  pointed  out  that  an  unusual 
development  in  beef  cattle  is  influencing  the  outlook  for  milk.    Seven  years  of 
increases  in  beef  cattle  numbers  reached  their  top  in  January  of  '56  -  about  as 
usual.    But  then  they  cane  down  only  two  years.    That  was  the  shortest  downswing 
recorded  in  more  than  90  years.    Last  year  cattle  numbers  went  up       million  head. 
The  Board  says  it  looks  like  an  even  bigger  increase  this  year.    Barring  widespread 
drought  or  something  outside  the  livestock  business  to  start  a  price  drop,  the 
Board  figures  numbers  of  beef  cattle  may  continue  upward  a  few  more  years.  In 
other  words,  the  upturn  in  cattle  numbers  and  steady  prices  for  beef  cattle  will 
probably  continue  longer  than  seemed  likely  late  last  summer.    The  Board  analysts 
say  the  effect  of  such  a  beef  cattle  prospect  would  be  to  continue  the  decline 
in  both  the  number  of  farms  engaged  in  milk  production  and  the  total  number  of 
milk  cows  kept. 

Wheat  for  Peace  Committee  Meets  Again 

The  Food  for  Peace  Wheat  Use  Committee,  representing  Argentina,  Australia, 
Canada,  France,  and  the  U.S.,  organized  here  this  week  and  agreed  to  meet  again 
in  the  fall.    The  Committee  set  up  a  working  group  to  examine  two  subjects  between 
now  and  the  next  meeting.    The  group  will  study  U.S.  foreign  market  development 
activities  and  the  possibility  of  broadening  that  sort  of  work.    It  will  also 
consider  the  feasibility  of  joint  wheat  disposal  projects  in  economic  development 
programs.    The  Committee  also  drew  up  general  guidelines  on  wheat  export  opera- 
tions for  reference  to  member  governments.    The  Committee  expects  to  hold  meetings 
each  spring  and  fall,  and  oftener  if  members  feel  the  need.    They  think  continuing 
consultation  will  make  a  definite  contribution  to  the  aims  of  the  Food  for  Peace 
Conference. 


TV  Centers  on  k-E  Conference 


-  k  - 


Hope  you  TV  people  found  the  k-E  Picture  Story  Jules  Renaud  sent  you  last 
week  useful  in  reporting  the  Conference.    Only  the  real  oldsters  around  here 
remember  that  1927  h-E  Camp,  when  all  the  old  buildings  were  still  standing  out 
front  of  our  then  new  Adm.  Bldg.    As  you  saw  from  the  picture  of  the  main  building 
of  the  k-E  Club  Center,  President  Eisenhower  formally  opened  this  week,  1+-H'ers 
are  tent  nomads  no  more. 

Seaway  to  Join  Nets  Week  June  22-27 

"Comments  on  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway"  will  feature  the  "Agriculture  USA"  program 
over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  during  the  June  27  weekend. 

"The  Fiftieth  Convention  of  the  American  Home  Economics  Association"  holds  top 
billing  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  the  NBC  network,  Sat.,  June  27. 
But  that  program  will  also  include:  "What  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Means  to  American 
Agriculture. 11 

On  the  'American  Farmer'  program  over  the  ABC  network  "Food  is  Still  a  Bargain" 
as  Ken  Ogren,  AMS.  will  tell  you,  Sat.  June  27. 

And  Mon.  thru  Fri.  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  will  include  some  lively 
listening  on  the  Mutual  Net. 

Topics  for  Dubbing  to  Your  Tape 


5OQ69    "Another  Milestone  in  Brucellosis  Fight"  -  marked  by  Dr.  Carroll  Mingle, 

who  heads  USDA  brucellosis  eradication  work.  TIME:  l:kh 

51Q69    "Making  Friends  in  Other  Countries"  -  Robert  Myers,  Indiana  IFYE,  Dr. 

Max  Myers,  Adm'r  of  FAS,  and  Jack  Towers  discuss  how  to  do  it,  as  Bob 
starts  abroad.  TIME:  3:^6 

52Q69    "Formal  Opening  of  National  k-E  Center"  -  with  remarks  made  by  President 
Eisenhower  and  Secretary  Benson.    George  Loesing  narrates  introduction 
and  close.  TIME:  k:22 

Close-Up  on  New  York  as  Farm  Market 


At  the  NATRFD  meeting  in  New  York  yesterday,  Jack  Towers  was  much  impressed 
with  the  size  and  importance  of  Metropolitan  New  York  as  a  market  for  farm  products. 
He  heard  considerable  discussion  on  the  egg  situation  and  the  affect  of  the  New 
York  market  on  egg  prices.    Naturally,  old  poultryman,  ex- NATRFD  Prexy,  Phil  Alampi, 
now  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  New  Jersey,  was  at  the  forefront  of  the  discussion. 
At  Town  Hall  this  morning,  Phil  is  making  the  introduction  to  the  big  pitch  to 
N.  Y.  Ad.  chiefs  to  make  more  use  of  farm  broadcasting.    Another  ex-NATRFD  prexy, 
Mai  Hansen,  now  Omaha  tour  expert,  will  present  the  evidence  that  farm  broadcast- 
ing is  not  only  an  excellent  way  to  reach  rural  people  with  tractor,  fertilizer, 
and  seed  ads,  but  with  ads  on  general  use  merchandise  such  as  tires,  gasoline, 
soap,  food,  etc.    As  a  warm-up  for  today's  meeting,  convention  chairman  Bob  Palmer 
yesterday  arranged  a  panel  to  show  RFDs  what  advertisers  look  for  when  they  spend 
ad.  money;  how  they  select  media,  choose  farm  radio  and  TV  stations  for  their 
messages. 

Sincerely, 


( 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Radio  Ss  Television  Service 


P.S.     Jim  Crabtree,  U.  of  Okla. ,  has  joined  Radio  and  Television  Service  for  the 
summer,  as  a  trainee.    Jim  has  a  running  start  on  this  trainee  business.  He's 
been  working  in  radio  since  high  school  days  on  KOMA,  Okla.  City  and  KNOR,  Norman, 
Okla. 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  26,  1959 
Letter  No.  878 


Our  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Commission,  which  held  its  second  quarterly- 
meeting  of  the  year  here  this  week,  reviewed  the  cattle  and  hog  situation  very 
carefully.     It  recommended  the  Department  promptly  spearhead  a  national  education 
program  to  make  farmers  and  ranchers  "better  aware  of  the  need  for  avoiding  over- 
expansion.    The  Commission  pointed  out  that  an  orderly  expansion  -  not  too  fast  - 
will  provide  a  very  sound  basis  for  more  use  of  our  plentiful  supply  of  feed 
grains;  hut  it  urged  that  too  rapid  expansion  in  cattle  and  hogs  holds  real 
dangers  for  ranchers  and  farmers.    The  Commission  suggested  that  the  land-grant 
colleges  and  various  news  media  -  including,  of  course,  radio  and  television  - 
get  in  on  getting  across  to  their  customers  the  importance  of  keeping  expansion 
from  getting  out  of  hand. 

Five  Other  Commission  Recommendations 

The  Commission  also  reviewed  the  progress  made  under  the  Food  for  Peace 
Program  and  showed  particular  interest  in  the  possibility  of  establishing 
national  food  reserves  in  countries  which  normally  need  such  reserves  most. 
These  advisers  reviewed  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  turkey  industry  to  develop 
a  self-help  plan  to  regulate  supplies  moving  to  market.    They  suggested  that  an 
accelerated  program  of  farm  commodity  use  research  be  undertaken  through  existing 
channels.    They  noted  that  the  Rural  Development  Program  is  now  operating  in 
30  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  progress  so  far,  and 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  time  is  right  for  more  aggressive  expansion 
of  the  plan.    On  the  other  hand,  they  felt  it  undesirable  to  expand  the  barter 
program  further. 


September  Lamb  and  Wool  Referendum 


During  the  entire  month  of  September  wool  and  lamb  producers  will  have  a 
chance  to  vote  on  whether  they  approve  or  disapprove  of  extending  the  agreement 
with  the  American  Sheep  Producers  Council  for  three  more  years.    That,  you 
recall,  is  the  agreement  under  which  the  Council  carries  on  advertising,  promo- 
tion, and  related  market  activities  on  lamb  and  wool.    Those  activities  are 
financed  through  deductions  from  wool  payments,  authorized  last  summer  in  the 

National  Wool  Act  The  Department  has  announced  the  county  support  rates 

on  this  year's  soybean  crop.    They  are  based  on  the  national  average  support 

price  of  $1.85  per  bushel,  determined  the  same  way  as  in  previous  years  

This  week  the  Department  bought  about  $567,000  worth  of  dried  eggs,  making  about 
$6,031,000  the  USDA  has  spent  for  dried  eggs  since  April  2k,  to  help  stabilize 
egg  prices. 


Wider  Markets  for  Wheat  and  Cottonseed 

Chemists  at  USDA's  Northern  Research  Lab.  announce  they  have  modified  two 
ordinary  wheat  flours  so  they  mix  more  readily  with  water  and  form  more  free- 
flowing  pastes.    They  are  continuing  irork  on  other  wheat  flours.    They  think  these 
modified  flours  offer  promise  of  new  industrial  uses  for  wheat;  including  uses  as 

thickening  agents,  adhesive s,  coatings  and  sizes  for  paper  and  textiles  

Scientists  at  the  Southern  Lab,  who  through  nearly  20  years  research  managed  to 
create  a  300,000  ton  a  year  new  market  for  cottonseed  meal  as  a  feed  for  poultry 
and  hogs  as  well  as  cattle,  by  improving  it,  are  not  satisfied.    They  see 
opportunities  to  make  even  more  useful  feed  from  cottonseed  meal.    They  too  are 
hot  on  the  trail  of  still  further  improvements. 

Wheat  Year  Begins  with  Record  Prospect 

This  morning  the  USDA  released  its  latest  appraisal  of  the  wheat  situation. 
They  say  the  new  wheat  marketing  year  in  this  country  which  begins  next  Wednesday, 
will  have  a  record  total  supply  of  about  2,1+75  million  bushels  of  wheat.  The 
carryover  with  which  we  begin  on  July  1  is  enough  larger  than  a  year  ago  to  much 
more  than  offset  the  smaller  crop  in  prospect  this  year.    The  carryover  is  expected 
to  amount  to  1,285  million  bushels.    The  winter  wheat  crop  is  forecast  as  15 
percent  above  average,  but  spring  wheat  8  percent  below  average.    The  total  wheat 
crop  will  run  about  10  percent  above  average.    Carryover  increases  are  expected 
this  July  in  all  classes  of  wheat  except  Durum,  and  further  increases  in  carryover 
stocks  of  hard  wheats  are  expected  in  July  of  next  year. 

Guide  to  Air-Conditioning  Dairy  Barns 

Under  certain  combinations  of  conditions,  air-conditioning  of  dairy  barns 
may  pay.    That's  what  ARS  and  Missouri  Experiment  Station  engineers  have  found 
from  their  research  at  Columbia.    They  suggested  a  guide  to  dairymen  on  what 
conditions  are  needed.    For  example:    air-conditioning  might  pay  when  (l)  each 
cow  in  the  herd  averaged  Uo  pounds  of  milk;  (2)  with  milk  selling  for  at  least 
$6  a  cwt;  (3)  when  daily  temperatures  were  above  80  degrees  and  relative  humidity 
above  65  percent  for  60  or  more  days  a  year.    And,  of  course,  you  have  to  consider 
costs  of  installation  and  fixed  annual  costs  of  operating.    They  presented  their 
findings  to  Am.  Soc.  of  Ag.  Eng.,  meeting  this  week  in  Ithaca. 

SE  Cattle  Breeders  on  Farm  Tour  Abroad 

Crawford  Roquemore,  WBAM,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  is  leading  29  Southeastern  beef 
and  dairy  breeders  on  a  goodwill  farm  tour  in  Europe  and  Russia.    They  left  New 
York  last  Sunday  and  will  get  back  July  15.    They  planned  to  take  in  the  Royal 
Highland  Cattle  Show  in  Scotland,  the  Royal  Show  in  Oxford,  England,  see  dairy 
and  beef  farming  operations  in  Holland  and  Denmark,  visit  the  USSR  Ag.  Exhibition 
in  Moscow,  and  dairy  and  beef  farms  in  Kiev  and  the  Ukraine.    Crawford  planned  to 
send  tapes  back  for  use  on  his  farm  show,  and  also  to  phone  back  from  various 
points  while  his  show  is  on  the  air  -  we're  hoping  to  hear  how  that  worked  out 

 ARS  Northern  Lab.  chemists  report  they've  made  some  promising  film 

coatings  for  metals  from  soybean  and  linseed  oils.    These  films  not  only  stick 
to  the  metals,  but  are  flexible,  withstand  heat,  resist  abrasion,  alkalis,  acids, 
and  such  solvents  as  alcohols,  mineral  oil,  and  benzene.    The  films  adhere 
especially  well  on  black  iron  and  aluminum-.    Hardness,  chemical  resistance,  and. 
other  film  properties  vary  with  the  parent  oil,  methods  of  curing,  and  added 
ingredients. 
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Marketing  Developments  Reports  Upcoming 

AMS's  monthly  "Agricultural  Marketing1'  out  the  first  cf  July  gives  a  preview 
of  the  report  on  "Rail  Car  and  Piggyback  Transportation  of  Freshly  Killed  Beef" , 
to  be  issued  later  in  the  month.    Tests  quoted  show  mechanically  refrigerated  rail 
cars  and  truck  trailers  hauled  on  flatcars  hold  temperatures  as  well  as.  or  better 
than  traditional  water-ice  cars  A  survey  of  food  services  in  manufactur- 
ing plants  indicates  the  factory  lunch  room,  snack  bar,  and  cafeteria  seem  here 

to  stay  Another  article  evaluates  transportation  costs  for  fruits  and 

vegetables  through  heavier  loading  Still  another  feature  tells  about  the 

Service's  new,  fast,  accurate  device  for  measuring  smut  contamination  in  bulk 
wheat.    Other  features  discuss  the  market  for  cottage  cheese,  the  classified 
pricing  of  milk,  and  the  tapping  of  an  80,000  bale  market  for  cotton  linters,  if 
the  researchers  succeed  in  making  linters  stronger  for  making  rag- type  writing 
paper. 

Farm  Man  Wanted  in  E.  St.  Louis 

John  Baker,  AMS  Info.  Chicago,  who  visited  radio  and  TV  stations  in  St.  Louis 
last  week,  reports  that  Station  KSTL,  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois,  would  like  to  hire 
a  farm  man  and  develop  a  full-fledged  series  of  farm  programs.    Candidates  should 
get  in  touch  with  Richard  Kasten,  KSTL  President. 

Ag.  Engineers  Challenged  by  Basic  Demands 

ARS  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw  opened  wide  new  vistas  for  agricultural  engineers  on 
Wednesday.     Speaking  before  the  American  Society  of  Ag.  Engineers,  in  annual 
meeting  at  Ithaca,  N.Y. ,  Dr.  Shaw  called  them  into  the  fields  of  fundamental 
research.    He  pointed  out  that  tomorrow's  farmers  won't  be  satisfied  with  hay  in 
the  mass  or  in  the  bale;  putting  hay  in  the  form  of  large  pellets  or  wafers  could 
revolutionize  hay  harvesting,  handling,  and  feeding  operations.    He  said  the  old 
idea  of  adapting  livestock  to  the  environment  is  changing,  we  can  also  adapt  the 
environment  to  the  animal.    The  movement  now  getting  under  way  to  assemble  large 
dairy  herds  into  cowpools  may  be  a  trend  followed  by  beef  cattle  and  sheep 
producers.    Livestock  production  under  controlled  environment  can  be  adopted  on  a 
broad  scale  -  but  we  have  a  lot  more  to  learn  about  environmental  needs  first. 
Dr.  Shaw  declared  he  is  convinced  we  can  find  practical  and  economic  ways  to  use 
more  of  the  power  of  the  sun  in  producing  and  processing  farm  commodities.  He 
thinks  we  can  also  make  more  use  of  the  energy  of  rain  water.    In  minimum  tillage, 
we're  learning  that  rain  can  supply  some  of  the  energy  for  smoothing  the  soil  we 
now  get  from  the  disk  harrow,  make  the  soil  absorb  water  better,  and  reduce 
erosion.    More  research  is  also  needed  on  the  use  of  bands  of  electromagnetic 
energy,  all  across  the  spectrum  from  low-frequency  electric  waves  to  cosmic  rays. 
We're  already  beginning  to  use  some  of  these  radiations  for  as  different  things 
as  controlling  insects  in  stored  grain  and  treating  seeds  to  improve  germination. 

Evenings  with  the  Farm  Boys:    Tom  Eden,  Ala.  Ed.  TV  producer,  presents  each  Monday 
evening  at  6:30  p.m.,  EST,  his  30-min.  "Down  on  the  Farm"  live  from  Auburn  over 
the  Ala.  Ed.  TV  Net  in  addition  to  his  daily  12:30  farm  show  "Ala.  Farm  Facts" 

 Keith  Kirkpatrick,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  reports  Herb  does  a  6  to  6:15 

p.m.  Mon.  thru  Fri.  evening  farm  program,  with  every  day  sponsored  Bill 

Smith,  KOAC,  Corvallis,  Oregon,  reports  they're  still  going  strong  with  a  regular 

evening  farm  show  since  1930  from  7:15  to  8:00  p.m  J.  C.  Hansen,  formerly 

with  Ag.  Ext.  at  Washington  State,  has  now  succeeded  the  late  Bill  Moshier,  as 
Farm  Director  of  K0M0,  radio  and  TV,  Seattle. 


USDA  Feattires  thru  TV  Channels 
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TV  Home  Features  for  July  include:    a  2.\  min.  film  on  "Modern  Wholesale  Food 
Markets",  already  mailed;  and  (l)  a  cartoon  feature  on  "Plentiful  Foods  for  July" 
(2)  a  2.\  min.  film  on  "Wash  and  Wear  Cotton  Fashions  -  1959";  (3)  "Getting  Rid~"of 
Ants"  -  h  still  photos  tell  how.    USDA  Home  and  Garden  Bui.  Ho.  28  on  "Ants  in 
the  Home  and  Garden"  is  offered. 

FAS  Special  5  min.  k&  sec.  sound-on  film,  made  at  the  International  Food 
Exposition  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland;  "Swiss  Fair  Shows  U.S.  Ready-Quick  Foods". 
Limited  number  of  prints.    Let  us  know  if  you  want  it. 

USDA  Research  Roundup  -  k  one-min- one-picture  stories  -  including:  (l) 
"Raising  Bamboo";  (2)  "Control  of  Malaria  Mosquitoes";  (3)  "Packaging  Hot  Dogs"; 
and  (b) "Sterilization  without  Heat"  -  with  new  treatment  with  powerful  and 
penetrating  gas  mixture. 

We  Can  Dub  You  These  -  Send  Tape 

53Q69      "Hog  Numbers  Still  Climb"  -  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS  livestock  economist, 

interprets  the  pig  crop  report  in  TIME:  1  min.  flat 

5^Q59  "New  Ideas  from  the  Ag.  Engineer"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS  info,  staff,  reports 
new  developments  picked  up  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Society 
of  Agricultural  Engineers.  TIME:  2:20 

18A69      "Food  Still  a  Best  Buy"  -  Ken  Ogren,  AMS  marketing  economist,  demonstrates 
to  Pete  Keay,  AMS,  it  remains  one  of  our  best  bargains.         TIME:  3:10 

July  the  Fourth  Observed  thru  Farm  Nets 

Special  Independence  Day  Program  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC,  Sat. 
July  b  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  and  National  Commander  of  the  American 
Legion  Preston  Moore  take  part. 

"Protective  Milk"  on  the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  July  k  -  with 
Dr.  \1.  E.  Petersen. 

"Philippine  Trade  with  U.S.  since  Independence  Day  in  'b6"  -  with  Lloyd  Williams, 
FAS,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  July  bth. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  the  Mutual  Net.     See  your 
local  listings. 

Chart  Catalog  for  your  Convenience:    We  are  sending  you  herewith  "Catalog  of 

Selected  Charts  Available  from  U.S.D.A.", 
with  instructions  on  how  to  order  charts  and  maps.    The  Charts  included  were 
chosen  because  they  are  suitable  for  general  purposes  and  are  of  continuing 

usefulness  Also  Home  and  Garden  Bui.  No.  62  "Removing  Stains  from  Fabrics"; 

"Learn  the  simple  methods  for  removing  stains  at  home.    Then  act  promptly  when 

the  fabric  is  stained."  -  You  take  it  from  there  -   Elton  Tait,  Ext. 

R££TV,  Perm.  State  U.  (re  Evening  Farm  Programs)  tells  us  the  extension  folks  in 
Lebanon  County  do  a  15  minute  TV  program  each  evening  from  6: 1+5  "to  7  Monday  thru 
Thurs.  on  Station  WLYH-TV,  Lebanon,  Pa. 


Sincerely, 


xyne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  C:  Television  SerVice 


